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     High Price of Gas Creates Corporate Interest in Ridesharing
 
For years, Judy Lewellen, Coordinator of Space Coast Commuter assistance, has pounded the pavement trying to generate interest from employees and employers about the advantages of ridesharing. Although she is still pounding the pavement, her phone is also ringing off the hook. With gas prices on the rise and no end in site, commuters are actively seeking other ways to commute to work than single car occupancy. 

Within the last several months, Lewellen has been invited to speak with employees at major companies like Health First who are actively encouraging their employees to go green by evaluating the way they get to and from the workplace. “I really applaud the efforts of Health First”, stated Lewellen. “Their management is actively involved in presenting rideshare options to the employees. The support of their management team created an atmosphere of “go green” success from day one.” Other major companies Lewellen is actively working with include Rockwell Collins, Harris Corporation and Intersil. 
Space Coast Commuter Assistance is a program offered by Space Coast Area Transit and is funded in part by the Florida Department of Transportation. They currently oversee the 3rd largest vanpool leasing program in the state of Florida and the 14th largest in the nation.  

Other services offered at no charge include car and vanpool matching, park-n-ride lots, and assistance with planning a commute to work via bus. Additionally, the program works with employers to set up telecommuting, alternative work scheduling, and employer parking incentive programs. According to Lewellen, transportation has become a key issue in the workplace. “Due to the current state of the economy, many employers are not offering raises, but the costs of getting to and from work are continuing to increase, resulting in a net decrease in income. Many commuters find that by rideshing, they can save up to $10,000 a year. That’s a significant amount of money”. 
To reach Space Coast Commuter Assistance, call 952-4563 or 1-866-610-RIDE or log on to RideSCAT.com and fill out an information request form. 
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