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    Youth Read and Ride During Summer
 
Space Coast Area Transit, Brevard County Libraries and Brevard County Schools joined forces to educate students on the benefits of summer reading and transportation choices. Space Coast Area Transit is offering free rides all summer to youth under the age of 18 who show their Brevard County Library Card…they’re free too!
 The program which has run annually since 2001, begins the day after school lets out for the summer and ends the day before school begins. Supported by the media specialists within the school system who distribute flyers and hang up posters, the effort has resulted in approximately 3750 free youth rides so far, about half of which were first-timers. According to Jim Liesenfelt, Director of Space Coast Area Transit, “the educational campaign emphasizes not only the importance of using the library as a resource to continue developing reading skills during the summer, but also informs youth as to how transportation choices affect their health, community, environment and their wallets. If we want to encourage ridesharing as the normal mode of transportation as opposed to single car occupancy, the time to start the education process is before patterns are established that carry over into adulthood.”
For many of the youth, taking the bus was the only alternative to sitting inside the house all summer while their parents were at work. “The buses were cleaner and more comfortable than they expected”, said Liesenfelt, “and the bus drivers were friendlier than they expected. Many of the youth were surprised to find that they could bring a surfboard on the bus and that the buses have bike racks”. 
To speak with a customer Service representative who can help plan a trip or answer questions,  call 633-1878 or log on to RideSCAT.com and use Space Coast Area Transit’s interactive trip planner to get a map and text directions from the front door, to the closest bus stop, to a destination and home again. Printable maps and schedules are also available on RideSCAT.com. For further information, call 633-1878. 
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